
How do we plan our 
Curriculum?



Each ‘year’ of learning is referred to being an 
even or an odd year start – referring to the 

September of the academic year 
(September 2021 will be an odd year start).

Long term plans detail how the 
National Curriculum content and key 
skills are covered over the years that 
children spend at Thurton CE Primary 

school.

EYFS and Year 1 planning is based around the 
children’s interests.  Content and key skills from 

the National Curriculum are still covered and 
integrated around the chosen theme or topic.

From Years 2 to 6, content and key 
skills from the National Curriculum 

are integrated around topics or 
themes in each class. These are 

planned using a two-yearly cycle.  



National curriculum coverage across the year 
groups can be viewed in an overview 

document. 



Each year is broken down to highlight the aspects of the National Curriculum that are 
covered in more detail across the termly topics or themes. 

This is an example from Blue Class (Years 5 and 6).  



Each termly topic or 
theme is then detailed 

further and shared with 
parents, giving them 

opportunities to 
discuss/support/follow 
up learning at home. 



Each term’s learning is broken down into a series of subject based mini-projects or journeys that integrate into 
the whole overarching topic or theme. Each journey is broken down into progressive key learning steps that are 

covered in sequence to promote success and achievement for all learners when they arrive at the end of 
journey project or task. The steps are presented as a tube map and are shared with children at the start of their 

learning journey – each stop acts like a ‘pathway indicator’. 



Teachers consider the needs of the children in their class with regard to the subject 
matter being taught at the beginning of a learning journey. Sometimes this can be 

through a pre-assessment task, records of previous learning or a child’s self 
assessment of what they already know. 



Teachers also consider ways to meet the needs of children with additional needs or 
Special Educational needs in order to support or scaffold learning further to enable 

them to access the learning within a subject. 



Teachers will also consider the prior learning that children will have experienced and are 
aware of how their teaching will feed into learning in the future. For example, as children 

move through Thurton CE Primary school or as they progress on into Key Stage 3. 



With the knowledge of previous learning, teachers are able to revisit learning with the 
children and build on what they will have already experienced. This should ensure that 

all learning is progressive as children move through the school. 



The teaching of vocabulary is a crucial part of acquiring new knowledge, 
retaining it and putting it to good use. In many subject areas, especially 

science, the teaching of relevant vocabulary at the start of a new journey is 
imperative. Teachers find many creative ways to do this. 



Each subject has its own overview of the topics that are being taught across the 
school. This enables subject leaders to keep abreast of what is happening within 

classrooms each term. 



Each subject has a ‘progression of skills’ that accompanies the knowledge element of the curriculum. At 
Thurton CE Primary School we believe that the development of these skills is of equal importance as the 
subject matter itself. We encourage our children to be creative and inquisitive learners who are able to 

transfer the skills they have acquired into all areas of their learning. 

A section 
of the ‘art 

skills’ 
document.

A section 
of the ‘art 

skills’ 
document.



Subject leaders ensure that 
there is a full coverage of 
the required skills within 

their subjects and are aware 
of where the opportunities 
occur to practise and apply 

each skill within the planned 
learning journeys for each 

year group.



The range of skills which are relevant to a 
particular journey or lesson are then 

highlighted through a ‘skills by lesson’ 
document to aid teachers in ensuring that 

these essential skills are interwoven 
through their teaching and are explicitly 

practiced during a learning journey. 


