
 The Island: The Explorer 

Rivers, Mountains, Maya 

 This topic will kick off our year-

long topic of ‘The Island’. This term 

will focus on the essential knowledge 

of river formation - how it shapes 

the surrounding landscape and of 

basic coastal processes. Children will 

gain an understanding of the water 

cycle. Through the class novel, 

children will learn about Maya 

society and key features of how they 

created communities.  

Class novel: The 

Explorer by 

Katherine Rundell 

 

Starting Point: 

Children will 

investigate the image 

from the start of the 

explorer novel and use 

google earth to follow 

the Amazon River 

Finishing Point: There 

will be an opportunity to 

share work within the 

classroom with parents 

and celebrate art, 

literacy, DT and IT 

achievements.  

Learning Outside the 

Classroom: Parents are 

encouraged to take the 

opportunity to visit local 

rivers with their children, 

including the mouth of the 

Yare at Yarmouth! 

Other recommended 

reads: There are many 

non-fiction books 

about Rivers and 

coastal processes. The 

children’s newspaper 

First News (available 

in Supermarkets and 

WHSmiths) is highly 

recommended.  

Geography: Initially 

children will investigate 

the water cycle before 

looking at the course of 

a river, from source to 

sea and learning about 

the processes and 

features seen within 

each stage of a river’s 

course.  

Science: Pupils will Learn 

about the materials and 

their properties. They 

will also experiment with 

forces that are at work, 

particularly in water 

and on moving objects.  

Art: Tints and shades- using 

paint to create a modern 

monotone landscape.  They will 

also have opportunity within 

their geography topic to use 

clay to show their learning 

about rivers. They will also 

design a Christmas card to be 

professionally printed. 

Literacy: Non-fiction 

writing will include a 

survival guide and 

Newspaper articles and 

journalistic writing, 

including the use of facts 

and opinions, quotes and 

bias. Opportunities to 

write for pleasure will be 

frequently provided. 

Computing: 

‘Newsroom’ - the class 

will use IT to work as 

journalists, researching 

and reporting a 

fictional event linked to 

The Explorer story 

Music: Children will have 

an opportunity to 

explore the topic 

through drama, music 

and dance. 

History: Ancient Maya – 

Children will consider 

where they fit in history 

and will particularly study 

their cities and 

architecture. 

German: Children will 

learn about food and 

meals in Germany and 

associated vocab and 

phrases. 

DT: Children will have 

the opportunity to 

design and make a Cam 

toy. 

RE: Philosophy – children 

will consider whether being 

happy is the most 

important thing. 

 

 


