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Thursday 24th April 2014 
 

Welcome to this week’s Newsletter……… 
An exciting week at Thurton!! 
 

Ofsted 
Fabulous news arrived this week!  A review of how the school has performed has happened and you will have 

received a letter saying an Ofsted inspection won’t take place before the Summer Term 2015 because we are 

doing so well.  Well done to Team Thurton for all the hard work!! 

 

Mrs Reynolds 
It was with great sadness that Mrs Williams received a letter of resignation from Mrs Reynolds on the last day 

of last term.  We will very much miss Mrs Reynolds and wish to thank her for her hard work over the last 18 

months.  Mrs Reynolds has been able to gain a position with Mrs Kingston which suits her family much better. We 

wish her the best and know that she will do really well at her new school! 
 

Unfortunately, we have been unable to appoint a person to permanently take on the finance role and are currently 

re-advertising.  Hopefully, in the very near future we will have a permanent replacement.  In the meantime, Mrs 

Reynolds has kindly agreed to come in to school on a Thursday and Mel Fiennes, Finance Officer at Seething & 

Mundham Primary is helping us on a Friday, so we need to say a huge THANK YOU to them both! 

 

Ding Dong!! 
Miss Codling is now Mrs Powell as she was married during the holidays. Congratulations Mrs Powell!  

 

Reception 2014/15 

15 children will be joining us in Reception next year, and they will have received a letter from county offering 

them a place.  This year we have 38 preferences for our school, with 27 of them being first preferences! We are 

so pleased that Thurton Primary is becoming a school of choice within our local area! 

 

India – by Miss Banham 
My recent trip to India was an incredible and eye-opening experience. Having the opportunity to work in a school 

while I was there added to my insight into this fascinating country.  
 

Shemford Futuristic, our link school, welcomed me with open arms, and was keen for me to start teaching straight 

away. I taught lots of phonic-based sessions as, currently, this way of learning doesn’t yet exist in India. I 

focused on the basics (Initial Sounds) and developed the children’s (and teacher’s) knowledge in this area.  
 

Although Shemford is an English speaking school, the children were reluctant to communicate at first.  However, 

as the lessons went on they found the courage to speak with me freely. The structure of the school was very 

different to Thurton – all of the lessons are planned by the director and then delivered by the teachers - and 

much emphasis was placed on working quickly rather than delivering a high quality piece of work. Similarly to us, 

they are trying to teach through enquiry-based learning, encouraging the children and staff to use the outdoors 

to support this.  
 

Srijal, the director, will be coming to the UK in the not-to-distant future and he is very keen to come and spend 

some time with us at Thurton, developing his knowledge and understanding of the UK education system further.  
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New Arrival! 
We would like to congratulate the Risdale family on the birth of their baby boy. It is always lovely to have a new 

little person within our school family!  

 

Welcome!  
We wish to welcome Jessica and Olivia to team Thurton. 

  

Realising the Potential Conference 
Last Thursday, Mrs Williams and Miss Banham spoke at a national conference about "The impact of the Religious 

Education mark on school improvement". They were able to share about the: 
 

 changes in curriculum, especially the enquiry based curriculum that is in every class 

 visitors of different faiths and that the children are gaining an understanding that Britain is a very 

multicultural country. 

 children gaining a really good understanding about similarities and differences 

 increased confidence of the staff to ask big questions of the children without having to know the answers, 

but to work with children to find out the answers - especially through philosophy 

 outstanding practise that was happening throughout the school in the area of Spiritual, Moral, Social and 

Cultural development. Especially as this was deemed to be a weak area in our last Ofsted inspection. 
 

They were both praised by the lead HMI Ofsted Inspector for RE for Britain and the information that they 

shared is now being shared on nationally respected websites. We are very proud that what is happening within 

school is being recognised on a national level. 
 

Training and Sharing 
This year Mrs Williams has completed her training to be an Ofsted Inspector and will very shortly be off on her 

first inspection. The county have asked that she does an inspection a term, which the school will be paid for. This 

is very exciting and by keeping up to date with what is expected, the school can only get even better. It was also 

nice that county has paid for the majority of this training. 
 

Mrs Williams has also been asked to become a Local Leader of Education, this role is to support other schools 

across Norfolk in their improvement journey. We are also sure that this will have a further impact on our school, 

because all schools can teach each other! 
 

Over the last few weeks, we have had three schools visits to our Reception/Year 1 class to see what wonderful 

teaching and learning is taking place. Mrs Tregear has been able to share her outstanding practice with these 

teachers, advisors and head teachers to help even more children.  

 

Water Bottles  
To ensure that children have the right brain power to learn it is really important that children come to school 

with a full water bottle every day. At the beginning of the year the school gave every child a water bottle to 

ensure that everyone had one.  However, the same children are not bringing a water bottle to either class or 

lunch and sometimes both.  Because staff are having to get so many children drinks at lunch time, they are having 

to wash up cups which means that less staff are outside with children playing.  Children are able to fill up their 

own water bottles using the filtered water within the classroom, but with changes happening with lunches from 

September we will not have the capacity to continue to get the same children every day a drink at lunchtime, 

unless they are having a school dinner. Please help us with this request.  
 

Vacancy 
We are still looking for a Servery Assistant in the Kitchen: if you are interested please contact the office. 
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Parking  
The school has been aware that complaints have been made to the police about parking on yellow lines outside of 

the school. Please park appropriately around the school, as we have been told that the police will be doing spot 

checks. We wouldn’t want anyone to get parking fines! Can we thank all the parents who always park appropriately, 

ensuring the safety of the children in our care. 

 

Is it a bird?! 
This week we had a visit from Kate Munro, a local sculptor, who helped Years 3&4 and 5&6 make some fabulous 

bird headdresses as part of the school’s participation in the Bergh Apton Mystery Play Cycle, The Legend of the 

Rood.  The plays will take place on Saturday 24th May and Sundays 1st and 8th June.  More details are available at 

www.berghapton.org.uk.     

 

Electronic Equipment 
The children have been using the iPads in school and we are thrilled how useful these have been. A couple of 

youngsters have slipped electronic equipment from home into their bags to bring to school. Please keep any home 

electronic equipment at home. If your child walks or rides to school independently and has a mobile phone in their 

bag, please get it dropped off into the office for safe keeping. 

 

Year 5 Cycling Proficiency 
The children in year 5 brought home a permission slip this week to enable them to take part in the cycling 

proficiency taking place next week.  Please could we ask parents to return this by FRIDAY 2nd MAY – Thank you! 

 

SATs 
As I am sure parents of Year 6 pupils will be aware, SATs are taking place at school during the week of May 12th.  

The timetable for the tests is detailed below: 

 

Date Test 

Monday 12 May Levels 3-5 English reading test 

Level 6 English reading test 

Tuesday 13 May Levels 3-5 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

Level 6 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

Wednesday 14 May Levels 3-5 mental mathematics test 

Levels 3-5 mathematics Paper 1 

No level 6 tests timetabled for this day 

Thursday 15 May Levels 3-5 mathematics Paper 2 

Level 6 mathematics Paper 1 

Level 6 mathematics Paper 2 

 

 

This Week’s Topics 
 

Reception/Yr 1:  
This week the children had some surprise visitors in the class when Lucas’s mum brought in a mother hen and her 

6-day-old chicks!  They also continued learning about Africa and made some little mud huts. 
 

Yr 2:  
The children in Year 2 learned about fractions of shapes this week.  They also began to write non-chronological 

reports about the rain forest. 
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Yr 3/4:  
This week Year 3 & 4 have been developing their knowledge of India.  They began a design and technology unit of 

work where they are investigating, designing and making their own puppets. 
 

Yr 5/6: 
The children have been developing their grammar knowledge this week, by using ‘drop in’ clauses and using 

commas in three-action sentences! 

 

Last Week’s Big Stars! 
 

Reception/Yr 1:  
Lilly – for always doing her best and showing great enthusiasm! 

Jessica – for settling into her new school so well. 

 

Yr 2:  
Leland – for trying his best with all of his work and for a huge improvement with behaviour. 

 

Yr 3/4:  
Tayla – for unique contributions during gymnastics and completing her zippy wallet words. 

 

 

Birthdays  

Birthday wishes go to Chloe & Luke S - we hope you had a very happy birthday! 

 

Monday 5th May 2014 – Friday 9th May 2014  

 

PLEASE NOTE – there will be no Rounders club next week. 
 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
In school 

event 

Bank Holiday 

 

 Cycling Proficiency 

(Yr 5)  

Swimming Lessons  

(Hobart High School 

- Yr 3) 

Cycling Proficiency 

(Yr 5)  

 
 

 

Cycling 

Proficiency (Yr 5)  

PE Multi –Sports – 

Dance 

Lunchtime     Choir   

After school  Literacy Super 

Sixes (Yr 6) 

Art Club  

(Yrs 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

Maths Super Sixes 

(Yr 6) 
 

Music Club  

(Yrs 3/4  & 5/6) 
 

 

Gardening Club  

(Rec – Yr 6)  
 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary… 
- Week Commencing 12th May – SATs & Yr 5 Assessments  

- 12th – 14th May – Holt Hall Residential (Yr 3 & 4) 

- 17th May – Bergh Apton Mystery Plays Dress Rehearsal (Yr 5/6) 

- 22nd May – Thurton’s Got Talent Auditions 

- 23rd May – Whole School Buddha Day 

- 23rd May – PTA Rainbow Day 


