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Friday 14th June 2013 

 

Welcome to this weeks newsletter.  

 

Year 3/4 Tennis Tournament 
We have certainly had some fantastic sporting achievements here at school over the last couple of weeks. Last Friday two 

Yr 3/4 teams went to Loddon Junior to represent ‘Team Thurton’ at a tennis tournament. Team members were Kyle, Chris, 

Gordon, Abbie R, Luke P, Kate, Lucy and Brooke. We are delighted to announce that Team A achieved 2nd place in their group 

and Team B won their tournament. Congratulations to all the children we are really proud of you all. Special thanks also to 

Mrs Royall for helping with transport. 

 

Year 5/6 Kwik Cricket Tournament 
On Monday a number of Yr 5/6 children took part in the Kwik Cricket Tournament at Hales Cricket Club. The team 

consisted of Alicia (Most Valuable Player), Ryan, Hannah P, Emily, Alfie, Ben, Tom and Lewis. The children played really well 

and won the tournament for the cluster. They now qualify for the South Norfolk tournament! Thank you to Mrs Young who 

also helped with transport. We can only attend sporting events when they involve 6 or 8 children when we have this type of 

support. 

 

Year 5/6 Brancaster Residential Trip 
We still have a number of parent consent / medical forms outstanding. Please could these be returned to the school office 

by Monday 17th June? Could we also remind parents that any outstanding payments for this trip need to be paid to the 

school office by Friday 21st June. Please ensure that any money is placed in a named, sealed envelope. We are really looking 

forward to taking the children on this residential trip which promises to be an exciting trip with lots of outdoor learning.    

 

Year 6 Cycle Proficiency  
Next week Yr 6 children will be participating in the Norfolk County Council ‘On Road Cycling Course’. This course is designed 

to cover basic cycling techniques in real traffic. Could we please remind parents / carers to carry out a cycle and helmet 

safety check before bringing them to school on Monday. The cricket players will miss one of the cycling sessions. We are 

very sorry but this can’t be avoided. Well done for making the finals cricket team! 

 

Parent Mail - Text messaging, online payment and letters  
Thank you to the parents who have already signed up to our new online communication point Parent Mail, as you will be aware 

this new system will allow us to communicate with you by the way you choose when you register eg text message, email or 

letter.  

This system was chosen after looking at many different providers, we decided on Parent Mail as it was so easy to use for 

both parents and school. 

The system will be fully operational by the beginning of the next school year but will have a trail phase before then. We will 

be able to send texts to remind specific groups, classes or the whole school of events, also send letters for sports which 

parents will be able to tick a box to agree instead of sending a slip back. This system will be particularly important in the 

colder months to keep you informed about keeping the school open or closing for any reason.  

Also this system allows parents to do online payments using debit and credit card for anything for school, the school 

governors have agreed that the school has set aside a budget to pay for the charges related to these payments. By making 

online payments, that will release our office staff more time to do different tasks. 

We feel it is really important to get everyone signed up as this is not just an email, so during the learning conferences we 

will have computers available at school to use to help with registration.  
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Cupcake 
We have registered to be parent of the Great South Norfolk Bakeoff. There has been a giant cupcake in the corridor for a 

while which last week year 2, 5 and 6 brainstormed together what they would like to be on this to show a true 

representation of Thurton Primary School. It has been finished with amazing artwork, photos and design, but we need to 

seal our MDF, paper, paint and glue construction. We don’t know how to keep it safe from the elements, so do you have any 

ideas or equipment that might help us? Also we need to attach a simple stand to the back of the cupcake to join it, again do 

you have and ideas or equipment that might help us? This certainly isn’t the area of expertise of any of the staff. Please 

help but also please have a look at the cupcake in the corridor as you come in this week. The bakeoff will be on Sunday 14th 

July 2013, taking place at South Norfolk on Show Long Stratton NR15 2XE 

1st Prize Tala bake ware to the value of  £200 

2nd Prize Tala bake ware to the value of  £175 

3rd Prize Tala bake ware to the value of  £150 

 

We will also be having a bakeoff in school, and more details will follow. 

  

School Summer Fair 
This year the church group asked our PTA to organise a Thurton Village Summer Fair which we happy accepted the 

challenge to do as our first summer fair for many years. The PTA thought that this would be an easier introduction by 

sharing this with another organisation. Unfortunately, the Church group have decided that they won’t be involved. We are 

very sad that it has been cancelled and wish to thank the PTA for the organisation that they had done so far for this event, 

but they didn’t feel ready to undertake such a big event on their own as they haven’t run one before. Currently we have a 

fantastic core group of helpers on the PTA, but would love offers of help and support for as many different people as 

possible so we can run events. This doesn’t have to be to every meeting.  

  

PTA Support 
I wish to thank the PTA for raising over £3000 this school year. They have agreed to help fund 5 iPad’s and the 

development of the libraries at a cost of just under £2000. We look forward to the arrival of this equipment. We very 

much appreciate the help! 

  

Staffing 
I am sure that most of you will have met Miss Emma Sexton, our new school administrative officer. If you haven’t, I am 

sure Miss Sexton would be happy to meet you and understand who your little one/s are.  

 

Sadly, Mrs Claire Drewry our catering assistant will be leaving us next Friday. If you would be interested or know someone 

who would be interested in this post an advertisement will be on our school website in the letters section. 

  

Money 
Last week a number of reminder letters for payment were sent out all at once, we are really sorry if these have caused any 

difficulties. We would never have wanted families to have received so many invoices in one go. Next year we will have music 

lessons paid upfront and bank any days that the music teacher is unable to come. Also with the online payment system, you 

will be able to pay as and when for activities such as residential, while also keeping up to date with school dinner money. 

When we looked through the amount of money owing to school, it was eye watering! Thank you for the money that has been 

returned to school already, we very much appreciate this.  

 

Learning Conferences 
Our final learning conferences for this academic year will be taking place the first week of July. Information regarding this 

will follow early next week.  

 

Hats and Drink Bottles 
As the weather is warming up could parents / carers please ensure that children remember to bring their drink bottles to 

school with them. All the learning that is taking place is certainly thirsty work!  Also please send a hat. 
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Helpers please 
We have been able to source some excellent maths games for homework. However, they have been sitting in the staff room 

with us looking at them for the last 6 weeks. I was wondering if a couple of helpers might be about who could laminate and 

put into zippy wallets so that they are ready for September. We would appreciate any help, see Mrs Williams if this is a 

possibility. 

 

This Week’s Topics 
Reception and Year 1 

We have been continuing with our learning about the story of Little Red Riding Hood. The children worked extremely hard 

and have produced some lovely collages of the characters which are displayed on the classroom wall. On Thursday morning 

we were delighted to be joined by the playgroup and the class enjoyed showing the pre-school children around.   

 

Year 2 

This week the children continued with their water topic. They have been testing what sinks and floats in salt water and tap 

water and today the class have also produced some lovely pieces of reflective art.  
 

Year 3/4 

The children have used computers to research relevant information regarding their Ireland topic and have produced some 

artwork in the style of John Brunsdon, one of Britain’s most distinguished printmakers. 

 

Year 5/6 

This week we have been playing traditional strategy maths games. We have also been beginning our Tudor enquiries. 

 

Well done to all our Big Stars! 
Year 5 and 6:  

Eden Southgate for being such a thoughtful, young lady and Hannah Jackson for all your hard work. 

 

Monday 17th June - Friday 21st June  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
In school 

event 

Cycle Proficiency  Cycle Proficiency Swimming  

Year 3/4 and non 

swimmers 

 

Cycle Proficiency 

 

Reading champions 

 Cycle Proficiency 

Lunchtime  Reading Partners    Choir   

After school  Netball Club 

Movie Making Club 

  Gardening Club 

CSF Football Club 

 

Dates For Your Diary… 

Brancaster Residential Trip Parents Meeting: Wednesday 19th June 2013 at 5pm 

Staff Development Day (School closed to children): 27th June 2013 

Year 5/6 Brancaster Residential: Wednesday 10th July 2013 – Friday 12th July 2013 

Sports Day: Friday 19th July 2013 

Summer Term Ends: 24th July 2013 

 

Thurton Primary School Tel: 01508 480335 


