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Welcome to this weeks newsletter. Half term has certainly sped by with lots taking place here in school.  

 

Future of the school 
There are many changes in the education environment at the moment and one of the most significant for schools of our 

size, is a letter I received nearly a month ago. Norfolk County Council has requested that all schools with under 140 

children indicate what they will be doing within the next three years in regard to the leadership of their schools. Ofsted 

have recently also stated that schools under the magic number of 140 would be unlikely to be graded as good if they had a 

teaching head. Well, I was not pleased with that as I believe that we are well on our way to being outstanding even with me 

as a teaching head. To further complicate the matter, the new budget changes over the next three years, rather than doing 

less teaching, next year and beyond, it looks like I would have to return to at least 2 days and potentially 2 .5 days per week 

teaching to ensure we work towards balancing the budget, which looks even more challenging in the years ahead. I invited an 

advisor from Norfolk County Council to speak to our governors at the end of last term about what is open to us as options 

as we want to be proactive rather than reactive to any situation that presents itself to us. By the end of the meeting we 

agreed that we needed to actively investigate the partnership or federation route for the future of our school. Over the 

last month I have found out about different options currently open to our school and others which are not currently 

available as there are headteachers in post but could be in the future, the governors have spent time discussing these and 

have requested further time to consider their decision on how and when we should proceed. When I know how the governors 

would like to go forward, as this is wholly their choice, and I can only investigate and report back to the governors in this 

matter, they will hold a meeting to talk to you about the next steps for Thurton Primary School.  
 

What is a federation or partnership? 

A federation is a formal agreement for two or more schools to work together. This usually starts as a partnership, which is 

what would happen with our school. This is an agreement for two or more schools to work together, but this can be 

dissolved at any time but normally leads to becoming a federation. In a partnership the schools remain the same with their 

own governing body and staff but sharing a headteacher. Within a federation, there is one governing body across the 

schools and the schools would be led and managed as if they are one, but they would of course retain their individual 

identities and have individual budgets. Teaching and support staff would remain on their own schools. Having a single 

governing body will ensure equity of provision and a shared vision across all the schools.  

A partnership or federation is more than a cost saving exercise, it is also about families and staff. There are many exciting 

opportunities for the staff within this type of arrangement including opportunities to develop their leadership skills, 

sharing ideas while planning with staff across schools and of course we would attract staff who wanted the opportunities 

that working across a partnership and federation give.  

 

How will this affect my family? 

On a day to day basis the children and parents at Thurton would not see a difference. None of the schools in the proposal 

are very far apart and the headteacher would split his or her time between the schools, but being able to return easily if 

needed. This would be the only real visible change for the parents and children. 

Depending on what school or schools that Thurton federates with would depend on the total benefits for the school 

financially. The governors are considering what the other school/s can offer Thurton to ensure that the federation is an 

opportunity to improve to be outstanding as this will remain our focus whoever we end up federating with.  
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High School 
By federating, the children will have increased opportunities to join in events with one or two other schools within the 

cluster throughout their primary school life and not just on the three transition days and at sporting events.  
 

Trips 

Each class would learn about the same areas across the partnership or federation, which would mean organising trips or 

speakers could be organised for all schools. This also opens up the opportunities for children as well as being much more 

economic for parents as we would be able to share the costs of transport. Currently there are times where specific year 

groups are not able to go on trips at all or as often as we would like as the bus cost is divided by the number of children, 

and in a cohort of 13 or even 30 this can be unviable. But if there is a group of 40 or 60 children then the opportunities for 

real life experiences are greatly increased. 
 

Residentials 

This year we have had to open our residential for year 5/6 to outside schools as the minimum number of children that could 

go to Brancaster has been increased to 35 children and with 24 children in the class we nearly couldn’t go. To get around 

this I invited schools in the cluster to join us and Glebelands is doing so for July 2014. However, if our school was in a 

partnership or a federation we would not have this problem and it would be a further opportunity for children to meet, 

while further keeping bus costs down. 
 

Schools specialism 

Expertise of the other schools could further develop our school into an even better school.  
 

When will this happen? 

Currently, we do not know this as the governors are still deciding which school and with what leadership team they would 

like to proceed with. However, I felt it was important that you are made aware of what we are needing to consider 

currently, as when any decision is made there could be a point that action needs to be taken swiftly and that might not allow 

you enough time for reflection. If you do have any queries or questions in regard to what a partnership and then eventually 

federation would mean please come and see me or if you would like I could point you in the direction of a governor who 

understands the in’s and out’s of the proposal. 

We would rather remain as one school, but for the benefit of the children, staff and the school our only option is to initially 

partner and then eventually federate. 

 

School Dinners 
There has been much media coverage at the moment with regards to the food chain scandal. We can confirm the following 

‘Framlingham High School do not buy any frozen meat - all meat is purchased fresh and comes from PJ Roofe in Norwich or 

Spurgeons in Brooke, both of whom have a good reputation. We have no reason to doubt the quality of the meat we 

purchase from these people’. 

 

Nut Free School:  

Could we please remind parents/carers that we are a nut free school as we have children within school who have severe nut 

allergies. Please could you ensure that your child does not bring nut products into school. Thank you. 

 

Funny Shoe Day in Aid of Comic Relief Friday 15th March 
The children from the school council have decided to hold a ‘Funny Shoe Day’ as described by Charlotte Rix: 

 

‘We the children have come to an agreement to have a Funny Shoe Day, for Comic Relief. This will include decorating old 

shoes or simply wearing odd footwear. We would like to have a donation of a coin to raise some money. This will only be 

shoes, not non-school uniform as the shoes will stand out more’. 

 

Children must only decorate shoes (preferably old ones) with their parent’s approval – it could be as simple as tying on 

ribbons!)   

 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
Please keep collecting these vouchers. A collection box for any donated vouchers is located outside the school office. Please 

encourage family and friends to collect them too as the more we collect the more resources we can order for our school.    
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This Week’s Topics 
 

Reception and Year 1  

The children took part in the whole school Chinese New Year day. They have also been doing work based on the story of the 

Three Little Pigs, building houses from straw, wood and bricks; drawing pictures and writing the story and also doing some 

dance and some art work. In maths Year 1 have been comparing the weight of objects and looked at using a bucket scale to 

weigh 2 objects. 

 

Year 2 

This week the Year 2 children have joined with the other year groups to celebrate the Chinese New Year. Everyone visited 

the Red Room and made their own Chinese dragon puppet. In maths we have been thinking about adding 12 or 13 to a number 

by adding the ten in one jump and then adding the units.   

 

Year 3/4 

This week the Year 3/4 children have taken part in Whole School Chinese New Year day and made pancakes on Shrove 

Tuesday. They’ve also been doing work on immigration into the UK. 

  

Year 5/6 

We have been doing science this week separating materials. We also took part in the whole school Chinese New Year day.  

 

Birthdays and Awards  
Birthday wishes to Bobby and Sophie. We wish you both a very Happy Birthday. 

 

Well done to all our Big Stars! 

Reception and Year 1: Isabella Johnson for a lovely piece of independent writing about the story of the Three Little Pigs 

and Avril Davy for reading with good expression and increasing confidence. 

Year 2: Sophie Baldwin for fantastic work in drama, working in role and Mani Yallop for great recall of the story during our 

drama work.  

Year 3 and 4: Whole class for homework projects. 

 

Monday 25th February – Friday 1st March  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

In school 

event 

   Yr 6 Forensic 

Science Day   

 

Lunchtime    Choir  

After school    Yr 5/6 Football 

League 3:45 – 

5:30pm   

 

 

Dates For Your Diary… 

Forensic Science Day Year 6: Thursday 28th February  

World Book Day: Thursday 7th March  

Funny Shoe Day in Aid of Comic Relief: Friday 15th March 

Schools Choir Concert: Friday 22nd March  

Easter Service: 27th March 11 am (at the church) 

Sports Day: Friday 19th July 2013 
 

 


