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Friday 14th September 2012 

 

Welcome! 
I can’t believe we are already at the end of the first full week at school. All classes have written their Covenants with the 

values that they have agreed to follow. Last Friday afternoon we had our first whole school, school council meeting with 

children from year 1 to 6. It was fabulous watching the elected members taking a lead and asking the other children their 

opinions on matters that were raised. These meetings will happen every second Friday afternoon. The children made us 

really proud! 

 

I wish to thank the PTA for the Coffee morning and afternoon the hosted on Wednesday. It was lovely to see so many 

parents including some of our new ones. 

 

Yesterday afternoon I attended a briefing about further changes to budgets for schools. There are many changes to add 

to the changes which have already happened this year.  

One of the most obvious difference that parents will have seen this week, is support for buses for school sport. For half of 

this school year we have no funding for this at all for buses and for the other half of the year we have a tiny budget still 

left. That is why we have asked for the parents of children attending swimming to make a £2 per week contribution 

towards swimming to help fund part of the bus. As written in the letter to parents of Key Stage 2 children, swimming is 

statutory for children in Key Stage 2.  

When we attend other sporting events, we will continue asking for parents to help with transporting small groups of 

children and of course try to share with other schools where we can. But in the future, every time we use a bus, I am sorry 

to say, that we will have to ask for a contribution towards the cost and eventually, pay for the bus as the school will not be 

able to carry this cost. 

 

With the funding arrangements for this and future years, there are many changes including how they calculate our school 

budget based on the number of children in our school. Funding is also influenced by the number of families who are entitled 

for free school meals. This does not mean you have to take free school meals, just registering if you are entitled. Any 

child/ren receiving free school meals will be treated with complete confidentiality. 

 

Is my child entitled to Free School Meals? 

Children of families receiving: 

• Income Support 

• Employment Support Allowance (Income Related) or  

• Income-Based Job Seekers Allowance are entitled to receive free school meals.  

• Families receiving Child Tax Credit but who are not entitled to a Working Tax Credit, and whose annual income 

(as assessed by the Inland Revenue) does not exceed £16,190 are also entitled as are those who receive the 

Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit.  

Those families receiving Working Tax Credit are not entitled to free school meals.  

Note: Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their employment 

ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their children are entitled to free school meals. 

If you are receiving one of these benefits either contact the Mrs Kingston or myself to obtain an application form or call 

0344 800 8020 for further advice. 

You can also print a copy of the free school meals application form here. (if you are reading this on the email). 

Next week at Thurton 17th – 21st September 

This is what’s happening at Thurton Primary next week…  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

In school event    

Class Photos 

Yr 3 / 4 Swimming  

Lunchtime  Reading partners  Choir 

Reading champions 

 

After school   PTA Meeting, 

3.30pm  at school 

 Gardening Club 

Cinema! 
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Birthdays and awards  

Birthday wishes to Katie Frost, and also to Emma Hunter and Danielle Peck who will be celebrating next week. 

Well done to our Big Stars!  

All of the Year 1 children for helping the Reception Children to settle into their first week at school. Mrs Pratt says ”You 

are brilliant!” 

All the Year 2 children for settling into their new class and painting such super sunflowers. 

All the Year 3 children for learning our class routines really quickly, and all the Year 4 children for supporting the process. 

All of Years 5 and 6 for working hard and beginning to show independence already. 

Class Photos -  

Have your best smile at the ready for class photos! They are taking place at the school on Wednesday 19th September. 

Open Days 

The school will be hosting Open Days. The first day Tuesday 18th of September is for any parent who would like to come in 

and see how their children have settled into school.  

The second open day is for prospective parents on Monday 22nd October. If you know anyone new to the area then please 
invite them along, or if  you have a little one for next year, make an appointment to have a look around the school to see it 

working! 

Thurton Film Group– ‘Pocahontas’ and ‘A Hard Day’s Night’ 

Tickets are still available for our fabulous films on Friday 21st September. They are such a good price that you’ll have money 
left over for our sweets, drinks and popcorn - available at each showing,  

‘Pocahontas’ is our children friendly film which will start at 4.30pm. The film is about the daughter of a Native American 

tribe chief and an English soldier during a time when English colonists invade 17th century Virginia. Children can bring a 

beanbag if they like! This is a film for the children to be accompanied by an adult as we have been asked for family films. 

The evening film which is suitable for adults only starts at 7pm on the same day, and is ‘A Hard Day’s Night’, which shows a 

couple of days within the lives of The Beatles in 1964, during the height of Beatlemania. A must for all fans! 

Please call into the school office to buy your tickets – only £3 if brought in advance or pay on the door for £4, or £10 for a 

family ticket for 3 more children from the same family with an accompanying adult. Don’t forget money for drinks and 

treats too.  

Reading Meetings  

Don’t forget that we have our reading meetings coming up soon. Helping your children with reading at home is a great way of 

giving your children an extra boost of confidence. We are holding reading meetings for each class which parents, 

grandparents and carers may be interested in. The meetings will offer advice, hints and tips with reading as well as how to 

help at home with phonics. The teachers will explain the system we use in school. If you are able to attend please return the 

form at the end of the newsletter to the class teacher. 

The dates are: Yr 3/4/5/6: Monday 24th September at 2.30pm until 3pm , Yr 2: Tuesday 25th September at 2.30pm until 

3pm and Yr R/1: Wednesday 26th September at 2.30pm until 3pm .  

PTA – Thank you 

Our meeting is on Wednesday 19th September from 3.30pm at the school. All welcome to attend - we are always looking for 
ideas and help organising and assisting events. If you are able to spare some help please contact Miss Grint or Mrs 

Southgate at the school, or pop along to the meeting.  

Sickness Procedure 
Please note that if your child is not attending school due to ill health can you please ensure that the school office 

(01508480335) is informed by 9am every morning that your child is off sick. This will then be recorded in the register as 

an authorised absence and in the absence book with the reason why. 
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Late Registration 
If you are unable to get your child into school by 8.45am please can you ensure that you bring them to the school office and 

sign them in the visitor book to record that they are in school and also to advise what they will be having for dinner.  

Please remember if your child arrives late at school he/she misses the teacher’s instructions and the beginning of learning 

that day. Your child may also feel embarrassed at having to enter the classroom late. 

Minutes late per day during the 

school year. 

Equals days worth of 

teaching lost in a year 

5 minutes 3.4 days 

10 minutes 3.9 days 

15 minutes 10.3 days 

20 minutes 13.8 days 

30 minutes 20.7 days 
As you can see, frequent lateness can add up to a considerable amount of learning lost, and can seriously disadvantage your 

child. School begins at 8.45am, please help your child to be punctual. 

Holidays 
I have had a number of parents approach me with regard to holidays within term time already this week. Attached to the 

newsletter today is an Attendance Matters form, please notice that holidays are not guaranteed to be authorised in term 

time except for exceptional circumstances. Please also be aware that the same exceptional circumstance cannot be used 

yearly! This is the agreed cluster policy. Last year the average attendance at school dropped to 93%, when for years the 

school average has been 97%. By missing 7% of the year, the children on average missed 28 days each! I know many children 

didn’t reach anywhere near that, but some had many more than that off school! To ensure that the children make as much 

progress as possible, children need to be at school so that their learning happens without interruption. Holiday forms are 

available from the office if I am not at school, the reason needs to be filled in with lots of detail. If possible I would like to 

meet with parents, if that is not a possibility I will read the forms and for all applications a written response will be given 

to all parents with a copy of the attendance for this year and last year attached for your child. If attendance is below 95% 

the holiday will not be authorised for any reason. If you still have any queries about this please have a look at the 

attendance matters form. 

Clothing/PE Kits 
There is a rather large blue and red plastic box outside my office which is full of lost uniform from the final 4 weeks of 

last time and the first two weeks. If anything has been lost it will be put in there. To ensure that it doesn’t get into the 

“lost property” graveyard of a box, please ensure that your child comes into school with the correct clothing for Autumn, 

Winter and Summer Terms i.e. a coat, hat, gloves, scarf and summer hap as the children need to be dressed appropriately 

for playtimes. Also a warm PE kit needs to be kept in school at all times i.e. jogging suit. By naming all clothing, and keep on 

renaming clothing then they will be able to be given back to children when they are found. 

Medicine 
If your child needs medication given to them within school time, this can be done either by parents coming in each day to do 

this, a form will need to be filled in to do this during the school day or parents can also bring medication to the school 

office and complete a Parental Agreement Form so that staff can administer and record this accordingly. However, we will 

not be responsible if members of staff forget to give the medication, it will be up to the parent to either ring to remind 

the staff or for the child to come to the office to get the medication. Hopefully this will help some parents who are 

working.  

Gardening Club 

Get your gloves and towel at the ready - Gardening Club is set to begin on Friday 21st September for children from Year 2 

onwards. It will start run from 3.15pm until 4.15pm, and is £2.00 per session. Please let the office before the Friday, we 

will only be able to have 10 children in the group, so it will be on a first come basis.  

Energy Busters 

Mr Barber and I attended a meeting with Lois Povey, who is an Energy Outreach Officer for the National Trust. Year 5 and 

6 will be looking at ways to reduce our fossil fuel consumption and ways to implement energy saving measures in the second 

half of the term. The pupils will be asked to research one of the energy sources for their home learning project, which Mr 

Barber will issue details of at a later date. We are so pleased to be involved in this project and is something that I have 

been trying to get “on the list” to be involved in since I arrived at the school. 
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Puffin Book Club 

Orders are still being taken for the Puffin Book Club catalogue – there are so many brilliantly priced books, and of course 

every purchase helps the school too, as 50% of what you pay is given to the school in tokens for books. Last year we 

received dozens of complimentary books now in our library for the children to read. Please place your orders by Friday 28th 

September. There are some catalogues in the foyer if needed. 

Newsletters 

Please complete the slip below to be added onto our email list – we want to go paperless in a bid to gain an environmental 

grant. So if you didn’t receive this by email as well as by paper let us know how we can contact you by email! 

Dates For Your Diary… 
School Photos: Wednesday 19th September 

Reading Meetings: Monday 24th – Wednesday 26th September 

Film Night: Friday 21st September 

Sponsored run: Wednesday 17th October 

New Parents Open Day: Tuesday 18th September and Monday 22nd October 

Learning Confs: Monday 3rd,  Tuesday 4th and Tuesday 11th December 

Winter fair: Friday 7th December 

Governor Meetings: Thursday 13th December 

Christmas production: KS1 Tuesday 18th December and KS2 Wednesday 19th December (2pm and 

5pm shows on each day) 

Christmas church service and Christmas around the tree: Friday 21st December 

Sports Day: Friday 19th July 2013 

Mrs Cassandra Williams 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reading meetings 

_________________________am able to attend the reading meeting on: 

Yr 3/4/5/6: Monday 24th September at 2.30pm until 3pm ,  

Yr 2: Tuesday 25th September at 2.30pm until 3pm and 

Yr R/1: Wednesday 26th September at 2.30pm until 3pm .  

__________________________ am not able to attend the reading meeting, but would like some information about 

reading with my child/ren at home. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Add me to the email list 

Name (in Capitals please):__________________________________________________ 

Email address): _________________________ _______________________________ 


